
F ront R ow (l.  to r.):  G erald R ice, Henry Milkey, J im P eterson, J im G lasoe, LeR oy 
“B ud” R ice. B ac k  R ow: P rincipal S id B jorlie, J erome “Wheaties” P eterson, C laude 
Odland, R on Nelson, B ob E sterby, Mel Opstad, Head C oach Vince E lgie. B ill Fruhwirth 
(Head C oach), Don S alwey, J erry P earce, P aul Mutch, david Maurer, Dan S hide, J erry 
Ols on, Todd B ommers bach, B rian Fruhwirth, R ich K ors garden, Todd Nowek, G erald 

S ea ted (l.  to r. ):  R us s ell Willits ,  Harold DeHaven. F ront R ow: Dennis  Thomps on, 
G ordon G illes ,  Dennis  Huber,  Harold K raus ert.  B ac k  R ow: C oach Al K eck,  E rnes t 
(B ud) S ayler,  E lmer K eck,  Lee R obins on, P erl K eys ,  R obert F is her,  Lynn Hummel.  Not 
P ic tured:  As s t.  C oach B ob Mis s lin 

1953 State B Champion Minot Model

1953 State B Runner-Up Garrison

Swain H all, on the M inot State campus, was the scene of the 
1953 State C lass B Basketball T ournament with M inot State 
basketball coach, H erb Parker, and M inot H igh basketball 
coach, Ace H ovdal, acting as tournament managers. T hree 
officials: C liff N ygard, Earl H offman and W .A. Odne were 
assigned to work the tourney’s 11 games.

M inot M odel, under new coach, V ince Elgie, was back to 
defend their 1952 title; as well as preserving an unblemished 
season mark of 28-0. T he Beaver K its would also be 
attempting to extend their current winning streak to 43 
straight wins while winning M odel’s 5th State T itle in seven 
years. 1952 runnerup, R ugby, with M elly Johnson 
continuing as their coach, was another returnee from last year 
and it would be the Panthers’ ninth state tourney appearance. 
K enny Ulland’s Lisbon Broncos, state champions in 1951, 
were making their sixth straight visit to the final eight. T he 
Beach Buccaneers of coach Jerry M oriarity, who came into 
the 1952 State with a perfect record, only to lose their 
quarter-final game against K enmare, were back with another 
perfect record.

C oach Al K eck’s Garrison T roopers were making their 
first appearance in the state classic and carried a 28-3 record, 
with all three losses coming at the hands of M inot M odel. 
T his would be the T roopers’ first visit to the state 
tournament. W est Fargo would also be making their first and 
last class B appearance and coach George Galloway’s Packers 
were 21 and 6 in pre-state tournament play. K illdeer would 
be making their second state appearance and coach John 
Bartholome’s C owboys had won 22 pre-state tournament 
games while losing 10. C oach Paul Baertsch’s H arvey 
H ornets who were back for the second time – and first since 
1945 – held a record of 23 wins and 5 losses prior to state 
tourney play.

In the tournament opener, K illdeer and W est Fargo were 
never separated by more than four points and went into 
overtime before the Packers picked up a 48-47 victory. 
K illdeer made 17 of 49 field goals attempts for 34.7% and 
were led in scoring by D ale D olezal with 18 points and 
Anton D inius with 16. For the Packers, who scored on 20 of 
59 field goals for 33.9%, Leon Berklid counted 14 points and 
C urt Quenette had 13. In the second quarter-final, R ugby 
took the lead in the third quarter and held it until 3:00 
remained. At that point Garrison took over, scoring nine of 
the last 11 points for a 53-45 victory. T he coach’s brother, 
Bud K eck, paced the T roopers with 25 points while Lee 
R obinson counted 12. Gary T orgerson, with 13 points, was 
the only Panther in double figures.

For the second year in a row, an undefeated Beach team 
suffered their first defeat of the year in the first round of the 
State C lass B Basketball T ournament. T his time it would be 
the H arvey H ornets, with a strong fourth quarter, who’d 
come away with the victory, 53-45. Beach led 18-10 at the 
end of the first period, 27-19 at the half and 39-37 at the end 
of three. T he H ornets scored the next 10 points, however, in 
driving toward their final margin of victory. Sophomore, 
H oward T heige, led the H ornets with 19 points while 
M arvin Bender had 12 and D ick G ross 10. Beach, with 
regular center Bob R aisler sidelined, were led by Bill Bares 14 
points and Larry Bares 10. M inot M odel built up a 17 point 
margin at the half in racing to a 74-50 win over Lisbon in the 
final game of the first round. H enry M ilkey topped the 
Beaver K its in scoring with 21 points while Jim Peterson 
totaled 19 and Bud R ice 10. LeR oy Foss and D allas K opp 
each scored 13 for Lisbon while James Bock added 10.

R ugby took advantage of a cold shooting K illdeer team (8 
of 34: 23.5%) in scoring a 67-24 win in the consolation 
round of the tournament. Gary T orgerson led R ugby’s well-

balanced scoring with 13 points while W hitey Aus counted 
12 and D oug Spillum 11. K illdeer had no player in double 
figures. Lisbon took Beach out of the tournament with a 57-
55 overtime win in the second consolation game of the day. 
Ed R otenberger led the Bronco with 16 points and LeR oy 
Foss added 14. For the Bucs, Larry Bares scored 21 points 
and Jerry H aigh 12.

Before 3,400 fans at M inot State’s Swain H all, garrison 
cruised to the state championship game with a 63-51 win 
over W est Fargo in the first semi-final game. T he T roopers, 
who claimed a 33-20 advantage at halftime, were never 
threatened. Garrison made 23 of 63 field goal attempts for a 
36.5% average and were led in scoring by Bud K eck’s 20 
points. Perl K eyes and Lee R obinson added to the T rooper 
with 14 and 12 points, respectively. T he Packers were held to 
26.4% shooting on 19 of 72, with C urt Q uenette the only 
one in double figures. Behind 26-25 at halftime, the M inot 
M odel Beaver K its scored 7 in row in the third quarter to take 
the lead in the night’s second semi-final. H arvey was behind 
by only 6 points, 45-39 with 4:11 to play, but went down by 
a final score of 60-45. H enry M ilkey led M odel with 19 
points while 6'6" Jim Glasoe had 13 and 6'4" Jim W alker 
scored 12 points. H oward T heige and D ick Gross each had 
10 points for the H ornets.

R ugby captured fifth place with a 56-46 win over Lisbon. 
T he Panthers were led by four players in double figures: Jim 
Fettig with 14, Gary T orgerson with 12, W hitey Aus with 11 
and Jack M onson with 10. Jim Bock, with 12 points was the 
only Lisbon player in double figures. W est Fargo shot just 
31.8% on 14 out of 34 from the field, but it was good 
enough to beat H arvey’s 20.8 shooting  percentage in the 
battle for third place. T he final score was 39 to 38 with just 
two players in double figures: W est Fargo’s C urt Q uenette 
with 15 points and H arvey’s M arv Bender with 13.

Four thousand fans packed M inot State’s Swain H all as 
M inot M odel attempted to win their 46th straight game over 
a two year period. T hey were also looking for their second 
straight State C lass B title and M odel’s fifth title in the last 
seven years. Standing in their way were the Garrison T roopers 
whose only three losses that year were at the hands of the 
Beaver K its. T he T roopers kept it close with a five point 
separation or less throughout most of the contest. W ith the 
score 45-41 and just 3:20 remaining, however, M odel’s Bud 
R ice proceeded to score his only two baskets of the night to 
expand the lead to 49-41. Garrison closed once again to 49-
45 with 1:12 remaining, but finally fell to the defending 
champs for the fourth time that year – this time by a score of 
51-47.

Only one of the 1953 qualifiers (Beach) would return in 
1954. M odel would come back again in 1957 and 1958, but 
would close their school a short time later. Garrison didn’t 
make it back until 1976, and again in 1993. H arvey re-
appeared again in 1957, but has not had state trips since then. 
K illdeer has not been back since 1953 and two of the 1953 
entrees, R ugby and Lisbon, spent some years in the class A 
ranks. R ugby re-appeared in the B T ourney in 1997 and 
Lisbon had back-to-back appearances in 1998 and 1999. 
W est Fargo, of course, has gone permanently to the C lass A 
ranks and holds three state titles in that division.

T he 1953 State C lass B All T ournament T eam as selected 
by the Bismarck T ribune:
FIR ST  T EAM 	 SEC O N D  T EAM
Jim W alker, M odel	 Gary T orgerson, R ugby
C urt Q uenette, W est Fargo	 Jim Peterson, M odel
R ub K eck, Garrison	 Jim Glasoe, M odel
H enry M ilkey, M odel	 T om W iedmeier, H arvey
Perl K eys, Garrison	 Larry Bares, Beach
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D ick K arlgaard
Excerpted from Bismarck T ribune files
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