
Page 6 2002 State Class B

1977 TOURNAMENT25 Years Ago 25 Years Ago
For the fourth straight year, the C apitol C ity and its 

C ivic C enter would play host to the N orth D akota C lass B 
H igh School Basketball T ournament. T he 1977 
tournament’s title clash between little Epping, with just 24 
students in high school, and H illsboro, with 210 students 
and a very successful history in C lass B basketball, makes 
this tournament one of the most remembered in C lass B 
history.

Frank Smith continued as the N D H SAA’s Executive 
Secretary. D ick Schindler and M ary Anderson were the 
Assistant Secretaries and Larimore superintendent, Jerry 
M uckenhim, served as the N D H SAA’s Board President. 
Bismarck Schools’ Athletic D irector, D ick K arlgaard was 
the tournament manager and the game officials were: Larry 
H ouser, Bob K ing, H enry M ilkey, T ed U ecker, Larry 
Ukestad, Larry Grooters and M aynard Loibl.

T he season’s number one ranked team, H illsboro, 
opened the tournament with a 68-48 win over coach Jack 
D eM aine’s M unich M agicians. T he Burros, in an effort 
that C oach Ed Beyers said was their best of the year, shot 
64% from the field. D ave N elson, with 9 for 10 from the 
field, led the scoring with 21 points. Paul Eisenbeis was 8 
for 9 from the field, on the way to a 16 point night, while 
Joe H enn counted 14 and R andy W aters 10. For M unich, 
N athan Bock had 15 points, D on Schommer 12 and Lynn 
Schuler 10.

M innewaukan, the only repeater from the 1976 C lass 
B, rallied from a two point third quarter deficit and used 
51% field goal shooting for a 65-56 win over the Jerry 
Bartholomay’s Enderlin Eagles in the second quarter final 
game. R on C arlson’s M idgets, who were 24 and 2 coming 
into the state tourney, were led in scoring by K raig 
Ankenbauer’s 24 points, K evin Ankenbauer’s 16 and M ark 
Griffin’s 15. T he Eagles scoring leaders were Joel Stangler 
with 17, R ich Gillune with 16, and Greg Utke with 10.

In the closest game of the first round, little Epping held 
on for a 58-55 overtime win over C oach D ale T hompson’s 
T urtle Lake-M ercer T rojans. Larry O verbo’s Eagles were 
just 12 of 24 from the free throw line but hit on 23 of 41 
attempts from the field (55%). T heir scoring leaders were 
D on Allard with 23, C lyde V inger with 16, M ike V inger 
with 10, and Bob Allard with 9. For the T rojans, Paul 
Singer had 14 points, D urnell K lain 12, and Perry Bloom 10.

T he final game of the first round was also a close one as 
South H eart leading through much of the second half – 60 
to 58 with 1:04 remaining – watched W ing score the last 
four points of the game for a 62-60 victory. A basket by the 
R oyals’ Perry Smith and two free throws by teammate T im 
M ichelson, clinched the W ing victory. Smith led C oach 
Otto Uhde’s R oyals with 26 points while M ichelson, T erry 
M iller, and M ike H eidt had 8 points each. Jerry Perdaems’ 
Eagles were led by D ennis K eller with 20 points, Scott Sailer 
with 16, and Perry Bloom with 10.

M unich ran their season’s record to 25 and 4 with a 57-
52 win over the Enderlin Eagles in first round consolation 
play. T he M agicians scoring leaders were: Stan D ick with 
16 points, D on Schommer with 13, and Gary Bock with 
12. T he Eagles were led by R ick Gillund’s 15 points, Joel 
Stangler’s 11 and Greg Utke’s 10 points. In the other 
consolation game, M ike Swanson led T urtle Lake-M ercer 
to a 68-54 win over South H eart by counting 21 points. 
Paul Singer added 18 points to the T rojan’s total and 
D urnall K lain had 16, South H eart’s scoring leaders were 
D ennis K eller with 17 points and D arrel K udrna with 12.

M innewaukan roared out to an early lead on H illsboro 

in the tournament’s first semi-final as the M idgets scored 
on their first 10 field goal attempts. T he Burros were able 
to stay within a point at halftime, however, as they hit on 
18 of their first 29 tries from the field. C oach R on 
C arlson’s team slipped from 91.6% shooting in the first 
quarter to just 24.7% the rest of the way, while the Burros 
finished with a ‘blistering’ 65% on 33 of 51 – on their way 
to a 71-63 victory. D ave N elson counted on 11 of 14 field 
goal attempts and had a 25 point game for H illsboro. 
(Over two days of tournament play, N elson was 20 of 24 
from the field.) Joe H enn added 16 points, R andy W aters 
11, Scott K elly 10, and Paul E isenbeis 9 as those five 
played the entire game for the Burros. M innewaukan’s 
scoring leaders were K raig Ankebauer with 22, K evin 
Ankebauer with 16, and N eil Johnson with 15.

Epping’s Bob Allard missed his first 7 shots but made 7 
of the next 11 in pacing the Eagles to a 61-56 win over 
W ing in the second semi-final. T he R oyals were tied with 
Epping at the 1:50 mark in the final quarter but were out 
pointed by 5 down the stretch. Bob Allard with 25 and 
C lyde V inger with 14 points were the Eagles’ scoring 
leaders; while T erry M iller had 15, M ike H eidt 14, and 
T im M ichelson 10 for W ing.

M unich ran off 11 straight points in the fourth quarter 
on their way to a 62-54 win over T urtle Lake-M ercer in 
the consolation championship game. Gary Bock counted 
17 points for the M agicians while D on Schommer had 16 
and Stanley D ick 15. T he T rojans were led by M ike 
Swanson’s 16 points, Paul Singer’s 14, and D ave Becker’s 
12. W ing and M innewaukan put up a combined 147 field 
goal attempts in the contest for third place. T he R oyals hit 
on 53% of their shots from the field and prevailed in the 
shoot-out, 90 to 78. Perry Smith’s 28 points, T erry 
Ennen’s 18, and T im M ichelson’s 12 led W ing in scoring. 
For the M idgets who hit on 44% of their 72 field goal 
attempts, K evin Ankenbauer had 23, M ark Griffin 18, N eil 
Johnson 17, and M ax C ook 11.

A large majority of the C ivic C enter’s 7,400 fans were 
rooting for tiny Epping in the 1977 State C hampionship 
game. Larry Overbo’s Eagles were ranked sixth in the last 
poll of the regular season and came into the tournament 
with a 25-1 record. T he Burros, state champions in 1973 
and 1974, had three regular season losses coming into the 
tourney; but had acquired the top spot in the season’s last 
rankings. H illsboro led 26 to 18 at the half and were up by 
11 at 48-37 with 3:28 to play and 54-45 with 1:04 
remaining. T he Eagles outscored the Burros by a 7 to 2 
margin from that point, but fell short, 57-52, in their upset 
bid. Joe H enn was the H illsboro scoring leader with 20 
points while R andy W aters and D ave N elson each had 10 
(N elson finished the tournament with 23 field goals in 29 
attempts). T he Allard brothers, Bob with 24 and D on with 
19, led Epping.

E d Beyer would lead the Burros to seven more 
appearances in the state tourney and another state title in 
1980. Epping would close its school doors within a few 
years, but for three days in M arch of 1977, they made a 
lasting impression on the state’s C lass B basketball fans.

T he six leading scorers in the 1977 tournament were as 
follows:
Perry Smith (61)..........	W ing	 K evin Ankenbauer (55).....M innewaukan
Bob Allard (58).........	Epping	 K raig Ankenbauer (50)......M innewaukan
D ave N elson (56)..	H illsboro	 Joe H enn (50)..........................	H illsboro
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